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Silverwolf was a good, little wolf.
He listened to his mom: he never
played far from her sight and he 
ate everything on his plate.

Text for  Wolf Song   used by permission 
of the author.  © 1994.  All Rights Reserved.

Narrator:

(Silver-)

(wolf)

Becky DaleMichael Kiesow Moore

A Story
(Wolf Song)

© Becky Dale, 1995.  All Rights Reserved.

Commissioned by the One Voice Mixed Chorus
through the Walker Art Center Choral Commissioning Project
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And his dad played games with him.  Silverwolf's favorite was
"Catch the Rabbit."  Sometimes he'd get to be the wolf and his dad
was the bunny.
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Somehow, 
Silverwolf always won.
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He liked playing with the
other boy and girl wolves.
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But they always made 
him play the rabbit.
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6 And he never won.

One day the boy and
girl wolves told him
to go away.

"You're different," they
said. "You can't play with
us anymore."

Now he couldn't even
play the rabbit and
lose.
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7

He went home, his tail hanging low, and he asked 
his mom and dad what they meant.

SW: "What is it, to be different?"
Mom:  "I don't know"
N:  his mom said.
Mom:  "But we love you anyway."
SW:  "Am I really different?"
N:  he asked his dad
Dad:  Yes...I can't exactly say how, but you're
          not quite like other wolves."

(pause)

That night Silverwolf crept away 
and went on top of the hill.

"The boy and girl wolves
don't want to play with
me any more," he thought.

He started to cry.  "I feel
so sad," he cried, "No one 
wants to be my friend and
I don't know why."

"they don't like me."
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8

Silverwolf cried and cried, his howl
filling the whole valley with his lonely song.
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And then he heard a voice.  It
came from the shining moon 
above.  "I know how you
feel, lonely wolf."
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*CHIMES:  see text above for cues

Look up in the sky and see. 

 <chimes begin p, crescendo to  f        over 4 counts,
 continue to next cue> 

 All around me are stars.  Big stars, little stars.  
And they're always singing to each other.  

<chimes begin a gradual decrescendo>  

Oh sure, I have my mom and dad I can talk to, the 
earth and the sun. 

<chimes end>  

But I don't have any friends, no one 
who will sing songs to me.
                                      

(repeat until text  is completed)
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Silverwolf dried his 
wet cheeks with his paws.

Then let me sing a song to
you, beautiful moon.

I'll be your friend,
I'll sing for you. And so he sang a song

to the moon,
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a great big song,

...the biggest song he ever sang before.  It was a song that came from
the deepest place in his heart.  The whole valley was filled with music
like it had never heard before, music that made all who heard it cry
because it was so beautiful.
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After that night, Silverwolf
sang many such songs
to his new friend.

One night, though, Moon 
didn't come by. Silverwolf looked 
into the sky and saw only a dark 
hole where his friend should be.

The stars continued their
songs, but it was the Moon's 
voice he wanted to hear.
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"Oh Moon, my friend,"
he cried.

"Where did you go?" "Why aren't you speaking to me?
 Are we no longer friends?"

"I miss you so much."
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The next day the moon showed a sliver of his face and spoke
to Silverwolf.  "I'm back, my friend.  Don't worry.  Sometimes I have to 
go away.  That is the way of Moons, you see.  But I will always come 
back to see you.  You're my best friend.
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17Another day, the Moon was full and
his face was so bright it looked like 
the sun was shining on the valley.

"I'm so happy tonight," Silverwolf sang,  

"I can see your face in its full glory.  I hope we will
 always be the best of friends.  I love you, Moon."
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"You're song makes me so happy," cried Moon. "No one sings 
me songs like yours.  Thanks to you, I no longer know what it 
means to be lonely.  I love you Silverwolf.  
We shall always be friends."
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And for the rest of Silverwolf's life, he never 
again knew what it was to be alone.


